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The critical of the day  
o A play 

 
On monday, November 29th, we were pleased to 
attend the performance of the play Tired of Giving 
In - The Rosa Parks Story, by the theatrical 
company “Théâtre en Anglais”, at the Théâtre de 
l’Oeuvre. 

A summary of the play 
The play recounts the life of Rosa Parks: she was a black 
woman living in the U.S. in the 50’s, during the racial 
segregation, when black people had less rights than white 
people. She married a young barber, Raymond Parks, 
who was an activist in an organisation fighting for black 
people’s rights. She became involved in this fight, and 
helped in different cases, as the “scottsboro boys” case: a 
group of 9 black teens were falsely accused of rape on 2 
white girls, and they were sentenced to death. Raymond 
Parks raised funds, and helped them during the trial. 
Then, Rosa Parks worked for an association fighting for 
black people’s rights, where, unfortunately, she could 
only get a secretary job because of her gender. As the 
association was looking for someone that could be a 
symbol in the fight against segregation, Rosa Parks 
became famous because she didn’t let her seat to a white 
guy in a bus. Indeed, there was a law forbidding black 
persons to sit anywhere in a bus: there were black 
people's seats, and white people's seats, and if all the black 
seats were full, black persons had to stay standing, even if 
the white seats were empty. Hence, when she entered a 
bus, Rosa Parks sat on a black person’s seat, and refused 
to stand up for a white person. She was arrested, and her 
story passed in the newspaper. Then her association  
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organized the boycott of the bus in the city: every black 
person was asked to not take the bus on a specific day, 
and this event became famous in all the US. Her fight, 
and especially the fact that she didn’t let her seat in the 
bus, was one of the most important events of the fight 
against segregation. Nowadays, she is famous all over 
the world for it, but a lot of people still think she didn’t 
leave her place because she was old and tired, but 
actually she was only 42, and she once said this famous 
quote:”the only tired I was, was tired of giving in”.` 

The theater’s location and appearance 
The “théâtre de l’Oeuvre” might not be as famous as 
“La Criée”, but yet it is a really good place to attend a 
play. A stone’s throw away from the Canebiere and the 
Vieux Port, the place is hidden in a little street, maybe 
not the most welcoming place in Marseille, but as soon 
as cross the doors of the theatre, you are in a amazing 
warm and welcoming place, with displays all over the 
walls, and a nice team ready to welcome you. The 
playhouse isn’t very big, as the rest of the theatre and 
the seats are not very comfortable, but it’s enough for a 
theatre of this fame. In conclusion, despite the fact that 
it is very little, the theatre is very welcoming and well 
laid-out, it’s very pleasurable to attend a show there, 
especially a play like the one we attended. 

Comment 
We think that the atmosphere was very good. The 
actors have a passion for their jobs and we can easily 
see that they want to do their best and share their 
passion with the audience. Moreover, although they are 
young, they know how to manage the stage fight and we 
have the impression that they are just excited to start 
the performance. Hence, the play was fluent. As a 
result, they gave things a bit of an atmosphere. So, we 
just wanted to see their performance. Besides, on the 
stage there are only 4 actors and yet they arrive to play 
more than 4 characters, each actor wolk  on. What’s 
more, parity is respected. Indeed there are 2 actors and  

 

2 actresses. Nevertheless, the acting wasn’t perfect. 
We couldn’t really feel if the characters were sad or 
irritated. Indeed, they didn't succeed in sharing 
feelings’ characters. Yet they have many other skills 
like singing and they are clever to change costume. 

We think that the script is a good reconstruction of 
important moments of the life of Rosa Parks and we 
understand the issu of that moment for the 
segregation. Moreover, it is in understandable 
English and it introduces some stages with jazz songs 
or jokes. Besides, the audience is called to participate 
with applause, for exemple. As a conséquence, the 
script is dynamited and the audience cannot be 
bored. 

Last but not least, the scenery was really minimalist 
and sometimes it was difficult to imagine some parts 
of Rosa Parks’ story. Indeed, the back of the stage was 
only covered with a black woollen fabric and to 
represent the bus they used 4 chairs. Generally 
speaking, they used only a few props. On the other 
hand, that participated in the charm of the play. 
Although there were not a lot of props, it participated 
in understanding the play. Indeed, when actors used 
masks to represent white people, we understood how 
Rosa Parks saw white people or police. There was a 
screen in the back of the stage. On this screen, there 
were many photographs or videos and it explained 
where the stage took place. We think that is great 
because it participated in the comprehension of the 
play, the performance was more lifelike. 

When the curtains closed, we were satisfied with this 
play. Indeed, we learned a lot about Rosa Parks’ 
story,  her role  in the denunciation of segregation and 
it was a good time because  the actors were welcoming 
and talented. They have the takings at box-office to 
enjoy success !  We advise seeing that play !  And the 
ticket isn’t expensive for a play : 25€.  
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Point of view :  
 
Directing: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★                                                          The scenario: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★                  The playhouse:  ★ ★ ★ ☆ ☆                                              
 
The scenery: ★ ★ ★ ☆ ☆                                                     Acting: ★ ★ ★ ★ ☆                             Value for money: ★ ★ ★ ★ ☆          
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